Jessica Rullo
Topic: Eating the Alphabet book
Unit: Nutrition

Grade: 3 and 4 yr. old preschool

Subject: Language Arts

Objectives:
SWBAT decode words in the story by using the illustrations

SWBAT utilize receptive language to demonstrate previous knowledge of different foods

SWBAT make phonological connections between food words and letters of the alphabet

NJ Preschool Teaching and Learning Expectations:


LANGUAGE ARTS/LITERACY EXPECTATION 1: Children listen and respond to environmental sounds, directions and conversations.
LANGUAGE ARTS/LITERACY EXPECTATION 2: Children converse effectively in their home language, English or sign language for a variety of purposes relating to real experiences and different audiences.
LANGUAGE ARTS/LITERACY EXPECTATION 3: Children demonstrate emergent reading skills.
LANGUAGE ARTS/LITERACY EXPECTATION 4: Children demonstrate emergent writing skills.
Materials:
Eating the Alphabet, by Lois Ehlert

26 pieces of blank prepared book pages

crayons

pencils

food circulars from newspaper

Anticipatory Set:
Show the book to the students and ask the students what they think the book is about.


Ask the students to describe the pictures on the cover.


Sing the ABCs as a group.

Procedure:

· Read Eating the Alphabet, by Lois Ehlert
· After reading the first few pages, ask the students to help you read.
· Ask the students to tell you what letter is on the page and what foods are also on the page
· During the story, discuss which foods are fruits, vegetables, dairy foods, etc. 
· After the story, tell students that we will be making our own Eating the Alphabet book as a class.
· Tell students that each of them is responsible for one page of the book, and we will try to use different foods than the book.
· Give each student one blank page.
· Using art materials, students will draw, collage, etc. a food item that starts with the letter on their page.
· Have food store circulars available to give students ideas.
· If capable, have students write the word for the food that they created. Students my trace, copy, or write the word from dictation, depending on their abilities.
· After the alphabet pages are complete, laminate each page and put them together in a binder. Tell the students that you will put their eating the alphabet book in the reading area so that the students can read it at their leisure. 
Adaptations:


For students who are unable to make the phonological connections, I will pair them with students with slightly higher cognitive abilities. As I work with these pairs, the students will be able to complete several pages of the book together. I may use verbal cues to help students recall letter sounds or picture cues to help students recognize letters and words. The pairs of students can take turns writing and drawing, and I will be helping to facilitate dialogue between the students. I feel that it can be most beneficial for students to work together and learn from each other, rather then a teacher always directing the learning. Using this pairing method also helps students become more comfortable and adept in their communication and conversation skills.

Assessment: 

I will be assessing students during the read aloud by observing not only the students’ verbal participation, but also the students’ body language, eye contact, and overall attentiveness to the book. During the read aloud I will be able to discern which students are engaged in the book activity and which students may be having trouble connecting to the activity. I will be working with small groups of students while they complete their alphabet pages. This will enable me to assess whether students have understood the phonological concepts of the lesson. During this time, I will be able to assess the students’ graphomotor skills and appropriately assist them in the development of these skills.
